The Swedish Environmental Specimen Bank with reference to the National Contaminant Monitoring Programme in Sweden.
The environmental Specimen Bank (ESB) at the Swedish Museum of Natural History constitutes the base for the National Contaminant Monitoring Programme in Sweden. This is a part of the Swedish Environmental Monitoring Programme (PMK). Since the beginning of the 1960s more than 120,000 organisms have been collected and stored in the Swedish ESB. The present PMK-programme started in 1978 under the authority of the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. The present paper gives a brief presentation of main types of material and species annually collected for storage in the Swedish ESB, with special reference to the Contaminant Monitoring Programme.